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15 June 2020 

 
Dear Year 5 Parents and Carers, 
 

As we approach the end of Year 5, you will be starting to think about secondary school 
choices and some of you will be looking at the Grammar Schools for your children. 
 

I have listed below key dates and useful information for you. The children will be familiar 
with the maths and English tests but will need additional support with verbal reasoning as 
this is not taught in school. At the bottom of the letter, I have listed some free websites 

where you can access practice papers. You can also buy practice papers online on Amazon. 
The Grammar Schools use the GL assessment papers. 
 

Key Dates: 
 

Registration Form available on-line 20 April 2020 

Open Evening 9 July 2020 (6.30pm - 8.30pm) 

Register for Testing - deadline for submission 9 September 2020 (midday) 

Access Arrangements Form - deadline 11 September 2020 (midday) 

Test Information sent to Parents 18 September 2020 

Entrance Tests 26 September 2020 

Results of Entrance Tests posted 1st Class 16 October 2020 

Application to Local Authorities - deadline 31 October 2020 

Offers - posted by Local Authorities 1 March 2021 

 
Virtual tours of the schools will be posted on their website soon. 

 
 

ENTRY TO BOURNEMOUTH SCHOOL, BOURNEMOUTH SCHOOL FOR GIRLS OR 

POOLE GRAMMAR SCHOOL IN YEAR 7, SEPTEMBER 2021 
 
There is one set of selection tests for Bournemouth School, Bournemouth School for Girls, 

Parkstone Grammar School and Poole Grammar School (the 'Consortium').  This will save 
children whose parents wish them to be considered for admission to more than one selective 
school in the Consortium from taking multiple tests for those schools.  The tests will be 

taken at the school with whom the parent has registered their child.  All applicants to a 
Consortium School must complete a Registration Form to be eligible to sit the entrance 
tests.  

 
 
 

 



Admission Tests 
 

MATHEMATICS (GL ASSESSMENT) TIME ALLOWED: 50 MINUTES 
The Mathematics paper is based on work which candidates would normally cover during Key 
Stage 2 of the national curriculum. 

 
ENGLISH (GL ASSESSMENT) TIME ALLOWED: 45 MINUTES 
The English paper tests comprehension, vocabulary and punctuation. 

 
VERBAL REASONING (GL ASSESSMENT) TIME ALLOWED: 50 MINUTES 
This test is designed to analyse a pupil's academic potential and does not depend upon prior 

knowledge.  We strongly advise that parents ensure that their children are familiar with this 
component of the entrance tests as they may otherwise never have encountered such 
questions. 
 

GL Assessment Papers 

For the three GL Assessment (Granada Learning Assessment) papers, questions are of a 
multiple-choice style with candidates entering their answers on a pre-printed sheet.  Scores 
achieved in these papers are standardised against national criteria by age. 

 
All GL Assessment tests are designed to be taken to very strict time limits.  Many students 
within a wide range of ability will be able to answer most of the questions, given sufficient 

time; the tests show a student’s ability to work accurately at speed, a vital aspect of their 
future work in a selective school.  For this reason, no variation in this timing is permitted 
unless the applicant has a relevant Education Health Care Plan or Statement of Special 

Educational Need, in which case a maximum of 25% additional time may be permitted. 
 

GL Familiarisation Papers 

We recommend children familiarise themselves with the multiple-choice layout of the test, 

content and examples of some types of questions they will face.  We want to give all 
children the opportunity to experience sample questions across a range of question types in 
advance of the test.  This is particularly true with the verbal reasoning tests as they may not 

have encountered these types of questions before.  GL Assessment provide 
free familiarisation materials (you may need to scroll down when accessing the page to view 
the materials). 

 
11+ Practice Papers 
 

GL Assessment produces packs of 'multiple choice' practice papers for the tests used 
(English, Mathematics and Verbal Reasoning), which can be purchased on-line 
from https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/11plus-series-11-plus-practice-papers/ 

Parents should take care to ensure that their children are familiarised with the 'multiple 
choice' versions rather than the 'standard' versions of the GL assessment tests.  Note that 
there are also 'Variety Packs' of the papers available.  These packs contain one each of the 

English, mathematics, verbal reasoning and non-verbal reasoning papers. The Grammar 
Schools do not use the non-verbal reasoning papers as part of their selection process.  The 
papers in the variety packs are the same as those in the individual subject packs. 
 

https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/11plus-series-11-plus-practice-papers/11plus-familiarisation-materials/
https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/11plus-series-11-plus-practice-papers/


Websites for free resources 
 

https://www.elevenplusexams.co.uk/free-11-plus-practice-papers/cgp-11-plus-sample-
practice-papers 
 

https://www.11plusguide.com/11-plus-papers-books/free-11-plus-papers/ 
 
https://www.sats-papers.co.uk/11-plus-papers/ 

 
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/resources/free-11plus-online-10-minute-tests 
 

 
Best wishes as always 

 

 

 

Lauren Dean 

Principal 
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